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(2) Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2002-110580 

"LIGHT IRRADIATION TYPE HEAT TREATING APPARATUS 
FOR WAFERS" 

The following is English translation of an extract from the above-identified 
document relevant to the present application. 

A lamp annealing device as illustrated in Fig. 1 has a gas-stream distribution 
plate 40 with a plurality of gas outlets 42 drilled therein inside a heat treating furnace 
38 so as to face the upper surface of a wafer W placed on a wafer supporting ring 20. 
The gas-stream distribution plate 40 comprises light diffusion plate made of 
infrared-permeable material such as silica glass and treated with light diffusion 
processing. The light diffusion plate is manufactured by such processes as grinding 
a surface of a silica plate to have a rough surface with minute irregularities, or 
processing a silica plate to include a number of fine bubbles therein. 
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